London, and Litvinoff takes a trip to the mountains, and Paul-
Boncour disappears to Paris, and after a few days we all re-
assemble and England says: 'I tell you what, let's close the
Straits in wartime, Turkey being neutral, to all warships except
those exercising their Belligerent Rights.9

France and Russia: 'Did you say "belligerent rights"?'

England: 'Yes. A fleet that has fought an engagement with
a Black Sea enemy in the Mediterranean should not be pre-
vented from chasing that enemy if he flees through the Straits.5

France and Russia: 'Ah, so you would open the Straits to an
aggressor, but close them to fleets operating against an aggressor
condemned by the League or under mutual assistance pacts
concluded within the Covenant of the League for the event that
the League fails to order action? You are playing the German
game, and why? Did not your Eden, in Moscow a year ago,
declare that there was no conflict of interests on any major
issue between England and Russia? Why do your proposals so
clearly reveal the thought of hostilities against Russia, either
by yourselves or by Germany? But we will meet you. Let's
drop our proposal about the Franco-Soviet Pact. Let's close
the Straits in wartime, Turkey being neutral, to all warships
save those sent against an aggressor by the League or, if the
League fails to act, operating under mutual assistance pacts "to
which Turkey is a party".9

England, aside: 'Ah, you have a secret agreement with
Turkey.' To France and Russia: 'Let's say, "Mutual assistance
pacts registered with the League to which Turkey is a party.'

France and Russia:  'Done.5

And if you now know who is going to pass the Straits in
wartime, Turkey being neutral, you know more than I do. But
I know that Turkey is on very good terms with Russia, and that
Russia would do her utmost to see that Turkey acted as armed
door-keeper for her in case of war. England, however, carried
her main point, which was to prevent the Franco-Soviet Pact,
which England had formally blessed, from being appended to
the new Convention as a golden key to the Straits.